To: Konkus, John[konkus.john@epa.gov]; Leopold, Matt (OGC)[Leopold.Matt@epa.gov]

Cc: Abboud, Michael[abboud.michael@epa.gov]

From: Fotouhi, David[/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=FEBAFOD56AAB43F8A9174B18218C1182-FOTOUHI, DA]
Sent: Wed 6/26/2019 4:50:45 PM (UTC)

Subject: RE: DRAFT: EPA General Counsel Leopold Signs Memo on Pebble Deposit Area

With edits in red text below from Matt and me:

David Fotouhi

Principal Deputy General Counsel
Office of General Counsel

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Tel: +1 202.564.1976
fotouhi.david@epa.gov

From: Konkus, John

Sent: Wednesday, June 26, 2019 12:43 PM

To: Leopold, Matt (OGC) <Leopold.Matt@epa.gov>; Fotouhi, David <Fotouhi.David@epa.gov>
Cc: Abboud, Michael <abboud.michael@epa.gov>

Subject: DRAFT: EPA General Counsel Leopold Sighs Memo on Pebble Deposit Area

E

WASHINGTON - U.S. Environmental Protection (EPA) Agency General Counsel Matthew Z. Leopold today signed a memo
directing Chris Hladick, EPA Region 10 Administrator, to resume consideration of the withdrawal of the July 2014 Proposed
Determination, which proposed to restrict use of the Pebble Deposit Area as a disposal site.

"Today’s step is a move toward good government decision making, which we owe under the law to both the public and
project proponents. We will reconsider whether the Proposed Determination that was issued preemptively in 2014 is still
appropriate in light of the permit application and a 1,400-page draft Environmental Impact Statement, which is a large
volume of information that EPA did not have previously,” said General Counsel Leopold. "At the same time, we are going to
invoke the well-understood Clean Water Act 404 elevation procedures to align the EPA with the Army Corps process to
ensure all potential significant impacts to the envircnment are thoroughly vetted and raised before any final decision on the
permit can be reached in the future.”

The sighed memo can be found here: <LINK>
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